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Welcome back!  Summer is almost over and the Hillsborough County Dental Association 

2009-2010 meeting year will begin September 22nd at the Palma Ceia Golf and Country Club. 
Several things have occurred during the summer which you should be made aware of. 

 

Many HCDA members serving as Florida Dental Association Delegates and Alternate 
Delegates attended the FDA’s House of Delegates summer session in Orlando.  Special mention 
of our attendees is in order: Natalie Carr, Chris Bulnes, Leonard Britten, Rudy Liddell, Dan Ber-
toch, Wendy Churchill, Craig Oldham, Tom Reinhart, Bruce Waterman, Reza Iranmanesh, Janine 
Cornelius, Frank Guinta, and West Coast District Dental Association Trustee Terry Buckenheimer. 
These members all participated in two days of important discussions and decisions. 

 

Special congratulations go to numerous HCDA members for their elections to top posts, 
starting with Terry Buckenheimer for his election to FDA Secretary. This is well-deserved and rec-
ognizes his long tenure of service to our various tripartite organizations. Terry will serve as Chair 
of the ADA Council on Membership beginning in October. Also, Rudy Liddell is now the President 
of the West Coast District Dental Association and Chris Bulnes continues to serve as Chair of the 
FDA Council on Membership. Natalie Carr is the Chair of the FDA’s Project: Dentists Care, which 
was recently awarded $75,000 to be distributed through grant applications for access to care den-
tal programs treating underserved children in the state of Florida. Natalie has also been elected to 
serve as President of the Florida Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. James (Jimmy) Wilson is now 
the President of the Florida Association of Periodontists and Reza Iranmanesh received an FDA 
Project: Dentists Care award for his exceptional service and volunteerism in many Project: Den-
tists Care programs. 

 

The Florida Dental National Convention in Orlando was well-attended and a superb op-
portunity to expand your dental knowledge and skills while earning mandatory CE for licensure.  
The West Coast District Dental Association’s Summer Meeting in Naples continues to be popular 
meeting destination and many families participated in the event. There was outstanding continuing 
education in addition to a great time at a fabulous resort. Both of these meetings deserve your 
attention next year as they continue to be excellent bargains for CE in a nice change of pace 
venue for the entire family. 

 

A sincere thank you goes to Dan Bertoch who has chaired with great ability the HCDA 
Peer Review Committee for the last three years. Take a moment to read his report on page 8.  
Leonard Britten will now serve as Chair. 

 

One of the most important pieces of legislation affecting dentists in Florida was the recent 
passage and signing by Governor Crist of Senate Bill 1122 and House Bill 185 that require insur-
ance companies to send payments directly to the dentist when requested by the patient and pro-
hibit dental plans from restricting the dentist’s ability to join other plans.  These bills were heavily 
lobbied against by insurance companies but passed anyway.  Governor Crist deserves our thank 
you. 

 

The HCDA Executive Council has been hard at work for you this summer.  If there is any-
thing we can do to assist you, please let one of us know.  Our motto is, “How are we doing?”  I am 
looking forward to seeing you at the first meeting September 22, 2009.  The speaker is Mr. Paul 
Catoe, President/CEO of Tampa Bay & Company, formally the Tampa Bay Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau. He will be discussing current events and important activities in future years for 
Tampa. 

 



Arrive early to visit with the following exhibitors: 
 

Vanguard Payment Systems   Johnson and Johnson  Fox Dental Lab 
(877) 692-4400    (727) 415-3887   (813) 251-0902 
rchatani@vanguardsystems.com  scolvin1@conus.jnj.com  fred@foxdentallab.com  

FIRST MEETING OF THE 2009-2010! 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009 

 
Palma Ceia Golf and Country Club—1601 South MacDill, Tampa 

6:15 pm - Social         7:00 pm - Meeting/Dinner 
 
 

  Featured Speaker: 
 

Mr. Paul Catoe   
Of Tampa Bay & Company 

An Entertaining and Informative Evening about Tampa! 
 

Also:  Dr. Rudy Liddell, President, West Coast District Dental Association 
 
 
 

The following applicants will be considered for membership to the HCDA: 
 

  Dr. Michael Kessler  Dr. John Raulerson  Dr. Eric Geist 
 

Dr. Loryn Merrill 
 

Remember - there are four ways to RSVP:  
1. Call the HCDA central office, (813) 541-4056 2. Fax the HCDA central office, (352) 608-3113    
3. Email - marlinda1@earthlink.net   4. Through the website - www.hcdafla.com, go to the 
professional side, members only section and follow the easy instructions. 
 
 

Please RSVP by September 18th! 

Remember to visit our meeting sponsors and exhibitors: 
 

 Regions - An HCDA ALL-MEETING SPONSOR 

 Contact: Lucia Cotto, V.P. Business Banking 

 (813) 994-1465      lucia.cotto@regions.com 

 

 
Ed Seifried Construction, Inc.      Contact: Douglas Mullins (727) 347-3333      
doug@edseifried.com 
 

Advanced Medical Disposal, Inc.     Contact: Trey Heywood  (727) 536-2878 
trey@advancedmedicaldisposal.com  
 

ADS Florida, LLC    Contact: Greg Auerbach    (941) 746-7959    
greg@adsflorida.com    See ad on page 7. 
 

  

Fifth Third Bank - An HCDA ALL-MEETING SPONSOR 

Contact: Brian Lamb, Sr. V.P.    (813) 306-2491 

brian.lamb@53.com 
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2009-2010 HCDA Executive Council Installed & 2009 Life Achievement Award Presented 
The May 2009 General Membership Meeting was a fun, well-attended event. Dr. Thomas Reinhart, outgoing HCDA President recog-
nized the WCDDA/FDA Delegates and Alternate Delegates and the HCDA Life Members in attendance. He presented the 2009 
HCDA Life Achievement Award to a much surprised Dr. Thomas Holbrook.  Drs. Paul Nestor and Joseph Bodo installed the 2009-
2010 Executive Council after giving a brief history of the Hillsborough County Dental Association.  Dr. Frederick Muenchinger, 2009-
2010 HCDA President presented Dr. Tom Reinhart the outgoing presidential gavel plaque. 

Dr. Thomas Holbrook 
proudly displays his      

2009 HCDA Life     
Achievement Award. 

The 2009-2010 HCDA Executive Council 

Foreground: Dr. Fred Muenchinger, President 
Background (L-R): Drs. Craig Oldham, Secre-
tary/Treasurer, Chris Bulnes, Vice President, 
Thomas Reinhart, Immediate Past President, 
Natalie Carr, President Elect and Patrick John-
son, Executive Council Member. 

Dr. Leonard Britten's     
special guest, his son,             
Dr. Nicholas Britten. 

 
NEW HCDA NEWSLETTER FEATURE! 

"THE PULSE" 
Each HCDA Newsletter will 
feature a question and will 
give members an opportunity 
to express their opin-
ion...and your opinion counts! 

The question this time is: 

Do you enjoy going to different 
venues for the general membership 
meetings or would you prefer go-
ing to the same venue throughout 
the year (with the exception of the Holiday 
Party)? 
Please send your answer to: 
 

marlinda1@earthlink.net or 
fax: 352-608-3113. 
All responses and opinions will be kept 
confidential and the results will be 
reported in the next newsletter! 
 

Have a question to submit? Send to 
above contact information. All ques-
tions subject to HCDA Newsletter    
Editor's approval. 



A Letter from the Membership Committee 
Dear future HCDA Membership Applicants, 
I want to encourage you to make a wise investment in your professional career and support your local professional or-
ganization that is at the “grassroots” level of organized dentistry. There is strength in numbers: A growing membership 
assures us a powerful and united voice in Tallahassee. Your dues of $195.00 (plus one-time administrative fee of 
$50.00) this year provides: 

   ��   Attendance at 5 dinner meetings 
   ��   1 holiday party (with a guest) 
   ��   Quality continuing education 
   ��   5 informative newsletters 
   ��  A current and useful website (www.hcdafla.com) 
 

In addition, you receive built-in friendships, professionalism and networking at each event.  You will also be kept 
up-to-date on any dental news coming out of Tallahassee. The HCDA central office is available Monday through Fri-
day, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. to assist you with any questions or concerns. 
 
 

I hope you will take a moment to review the membership protocol below and membership application on pages 5-6. I 
would like you to be our guest at the next meeting on Tuesday evening, September 22, 2009 at the Palma Ceia Golf and 
Country Club.  Please call Marlinda Fulton, HCDA Executive Secretary, at 813-541-4056 to reserve a seat and to obtain 
directions and times. You will be treated to an outstanding dinner and interesting presentation.  I look forward to seeing 
you there. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Natalie Carr, DDS, MS 
Membership/Recruitment and Retention Chair 

Membership Application Protocol 
1.Guest Meeting – Attend a Hillsborough County Dental Association (HCDA) dinner meeting as our guest. As mentioned above, please con-
tact the HCDA central office if you plan on attending. This will help us to arrange for a HCDA member to serve as your host. If feasible, inter-
ested prospective members will be interviewed that evening. Alternatively, an HCDA Executive Council member/s may conduct a telephone or 
a personal interview at a later date. 
 

2. Application Process – An application can be completed at the guest meeting or completed and mailed in at a later date. A dues payment of 
$195.00 for a full year as well as a one time administrative fee of $50.00 (total $245.00) is required. The application, dues and administrative 
fee must be received at least one month before the next HCDA meeting so the applicant names may be posted in the HCDA Newsletter per 
HCDA Bylaws. If applying after the November meeting dues will be prorated for ½ year of membership, $97.50. The prorated dues will there-
fore be $147.50, which includes the one time administrative fee of $50.00. You must also be a member in good standing with the Florida Den-
tal Association (FDA) and the West Coast District Dental Association (WCDDA). (See HCDA bylaws, Article IV, Section 2.) If not a member of 
the FDA or WCDDA at time of application, you must join these associations within one year of application date. Active duty military and gov-
ernment employees are not required to join the FDA and WCDDA. The next two HCDA Meetings are September 22, 2009 and November 17, 
2009. 
 

3. Voting – The applicant is invited to attend the following meeting. Members will vote on eligible applicants by secret ballot. 
 

4. Membership Status – New members will be notified and will be able to attend the remaining HCDA meetings and functions for the member-
ship year. 
 

5. Membership Year/Dues – The HCDA membership year runs from September 1st through May 31st.  Your dues dollars include five general 
membership meetings, continuing education, dinner at these meetings and attendance at the annual holiday party for yourself and a guest. 
You will also be kept abreast of the latest developments affecting dentistry through the five HCDA newsletters you will receive and our recently 
updated website. The HCDA central office is readily available to answer your questions and/or direct you to the proper resources. 
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           Hi l l sborough Count y  Dent al  Associ at i on  
“Service Above All Else” 

 

Mem bersh ip Appl i cat ion  
 

Name________________________________________________________Email________________________________ 
 

Office Address___________________________________________________City__________________Zip_________ 
 

Office Phone Number___________________________________________________Fax________________________ 
 

Home Address___________________________________________________City__________________Zip_________ 
 

Home Phone Number____________________________________________Fax______________________________ 
 

Please send mail to:  _________office address    ________home address 
 

Academ ic Train i ng 
 

Dental School_____________________________________Degree____________Year Graduated____________ 
 

Post Graduate___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Board Certification______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Nat i onal  and St at e Li censes 
 

State Licenses (include year) _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

National Licenses or Boards (include year) ________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pract i ce:  ________Solo     ________Associat e     _________Mi l i t ary / Governm en t  
  

 If associate, with whom__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever had patient complaints to any  professional relations committee?  ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give details_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever been investigated by the Department of Professional Relations?  ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give details_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?  ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give details__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever been arrested for drug abuse?  ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give details____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please con t i nue t o page 6 . 
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Have you ever had your license suspended?  ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give details_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever been reprimanded for ethical misconduct?  ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give details_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Have you ever belonged to another dental association either in or out of state? ____yes    ____no 

If yes, give names, places and dates: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

I  cer t i fy  t he above i n form at i on  t o be t rue. Signed__________________________________________________ 
 

I  cer t i fy  t hat  I  wi l l  abide by  t he const i t u t i on  and by laws and t he code of  et h i cs of  t he Hi l lsborough  
Coun t y  Den t al  Associat i on . Signed__________________________________________________________ 
 

I  aut hor ize t he Hi l lsborough  Coun t y  Den t al  Associat i on  Mem bersh ip Com m i t t ee t o seek  i n form at i on  
concern ing t he above quest i ons for  use i n  consider i ng m y candidacy  for  m em bersh ip i n  t he above 
said organ i zat i on . Signed___________________________________________________________________ 
 

I  cer t i fy  t hat  I  am  an  et h i cal  pract i t i oner  of  den t i st ry  and hereby  apply  for  act i ve m em bersh ip of  t he 
Hi l lsborough  Coun t y  Den t al  Associat i on . I  aut hor i ze t he release of  any  i n form at i on  t o t he Mem ber-
sh ip Com m i t t ee of  t he Hi l lsborough  Coun t y  Den t al  Associat i on  for  i t s use i n  consider ing t h i s appl i ca-
t i on .  Signed__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Be prepared to appear before the Hillsborough County Dental Association Executive Council to present your 
Dental School Diploma, State License and Residency/Specialty Certificate and Board Certification. 
 

Signed________________________________________________________Dat e___________________________ 
 

 

Please return completed application to: HCDA, 34049 Woodland Circle, Ridge Manor, FL  33523 

Membership Dues: $195  One-time administrative fee: $50 

Please make checks payable to: HCDA   We also accept Visa/MasterCard/American Express 

Credit Card #______________________________________________________Expiration Date______________ 

Name as it appears on Credit Card_______________________________________________________________ 

Billing address on card:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Do not  f i l l  ou t  i n f or ma t i on  bel ow . 

Date application received______________   Amount received with application $___________Check #_______ 
 

Date referred to HCDA Committee on Membership____________________________________________________ 
 

Recommendation:    ______Favorable   _____Unfavorable    Signed______________________________________ 

                  Chair, Committee on Membership 
 

Date appeared before Executive Council_______________               _______Elected     ______Rejected 
 

By action of the Hillsborough County Dental Association at meeting held on: 
 

Date: __________________________________ Secretary: _______________________________________________ 

6 



7 



8 

Report from the HCDA Peer Review Chair 
Dated June 9, 2009 

 

In the past year I have adjudicated 13 peer review cases, seven of which money was returned to the patient or 
the balance was forgiven. Currently there are 3 cases open. Types of cases have included implants, bite adjust-
ments, crowns, appliances, appearance and miscommunication. I believe some of the cases were more time 
consuming and complicated than others. Had the services we provided not been available, patients would have 
been able to file legitimate complaints with the Board of Dentistry resulting in additional financial expenses 
and stress to those members. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the Hillsborough County Dental Associa-
tion. 
   Submitted by Dr. Dan Bertoch 
   HCDA Peer Review Chair, 2006-2009 

 
 

�9�� HCDA membership dues were due by September 1, 2009. Remember, Visa, MasterCard and American Express are now 
accepted. 

�9�� Make plans to attend the West Coast District Dental Association's Annual Meeting, February 5, 2010 at the St. Petersburg 
Hilton Bayfront. Visit www.wcdental.org for more info. 

�9�� Please be aware there is a pending class action lawsuit against denture adhesive manufacturers who have zinc components 
in their formulations. A neurological study has shown the potential for neuropathy in a few patients that supposedly has 
been caused by the zinc compounds. 

�9�� The following HCDA members were recognized at the West Coast District Dental 
Association's Summer Meeting: Dr. Terry Buckenheimer for his outstanding rep-
resentation for the past seven years on the FDA's Board of Trustees, Dr. Thomas 
Reinhart for his year as HCDA President and Dr. Reza Iranmanesh was pre-
sented an award from the Florida Dental Health Foundation, Project: Dentists Care 
for his volunteer efforts to help Florida's underserved population. 

�9�� Treating patients pro-bono? The Florida Dental Association wants to keep track of 
pro-bono work to share with legislators to address access to care issues. The FDA 
recommends creating a spreadsheet to record your information. If you would like a 
spreadsheet contact the West Coast District Dental Association, 813-931-3018. 

�9�� If you are interested in joining an HCDA Committee, please contact the central of-
fice for a complete list of committee positions available. 

�9�� Congratulations to Dr. Frank Sierra who was recognized at the 7th Annual Hills-
borough Head Start Community Foundation Breakfast on May 8, 2009. 

�9�� The HCDA central office is currently creating a database of HCDA Past Presidents. While there are many historical docu-
ments on hand, there are unfortunately a few missing years. If you or know of a dentist who served as president before 
1973, and the following years: 1978-1979, 1979-1980 and 1986-1994 please contact the HCDA office. 

�9Check Out this Info�9��

(L-R) Dr . Reza I r an m anesh accepts the 
Project: Dentists Care Award from Dr . 
Rudy Li ddel l , WCDDA President. 

2009—2010 Important Meeting Dates 

November 17, 2009 HCDA General Membership Meeting, Marriott Westshore 
Dr. Jessica Stilley presenting "Dental Deviants"    1 CEU 
 
December 12, 2009 HCDA Holiday Party, Emerald Greens Golf & Country Club 
 
January 26, 2010  HCDA General Membership Meeting, Quorum Hotel 
Dr. William Robinson presenting “Medical Errors"    2 CEUS 
 

February 5, 2010  West Coast District Dental Association's Annual Meeting 
Hilton-St. Pete Bayfront            Go to www.wcdental.org for more info. 
 

March 23, 2010  HCDA General Membership Meeting, Crowne Plaza 
Speaker: TBD 
 

May 25, 2010  HCDA General Membership Meeting 
Tampa Yacht and Country Club 
Life Achievement Award & Installation of Officers 

Classified Advertisement 

 

Transitioning Opportunity 

Available. 

Fee For Service (FFS) Practice.  

Contact: Gerald M. Boza, DDS 

(813) 932-9178 

for particulars. 
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Everything You Always Wanted to Know About the 
HCDA General Membership Meetings, But Were Afraid to Ask…. 

Q: Why do al l  t he m eet i ng sponsors have t o address t he m em bers? 
 

A:  The meeting exhibitors and sponsors are given an opportunity to address the membership because it is 
part of the "package" they pay for. While it may seem as though it takes a while to get through all the intro-
ductions and spiels, there is a time limit and it will be strictly enforced this year. Last year the HCDA earned 
$14,000 in exhibitor fees, which assists in keeping the dues structure stable. We ask your patience during 
this portion of the meeting. 
 

Q: How m uch  do no-shows cost  t he HCDA? 
 

A: For the 2008-2009 meeting year there were a total of 85 no-shows (had rsvp'ed to attend). Some were re-
peats—up to three times. This total does not include the Holiday Party. On the average, dinner at an HCDA 
meeting costs $48.00 (this includes taxes/gratuity). 85 x $48.00 = $3825.00 of your dues dollars being 
spent on meals for no one. This year, each newsletter will have a previous meeting report which will inform 
you, the dues paying member, of the no-show total and the amount spent on the phantom rsvp'er. 
 

Q: What  i s so im por t an t  about  t he RSVP cut -off  dat e? 
 

A: The HCDA central office has to give a count to the meeting venue three to four days in advance. After this 
information is given, there is little wiggle room to make any significant changes—please RSVP before the cut-
off date to be counted and to have a name badge prepared. 
 

Q: Why do I  need t o i n form  t he secret ary  i f  I  am  br i nging a guest ? 
 

A: Please inform the HCDA central office if you are bringing a guest so a name badge will be prepared and 
the guest will be included in the total count given to the venue. The cost to you for bringing a guest to a 
meeting is $50.00—unless the person is a prospective member. The central office has now established a da-
tabase and keeps a running record of guests and when they attended. This database was started due to a 
trend of the same guest attending each year at no cost, but never submitting a membership application. 
Please encourage your guests to join. Membership applications are available at the meeting, on the HCDA 
website and through the HCDA central office. 

SMI LE FRI DAYS UPDATE 
Twent y- t hr ee adult  pat ient s wer e seen on t he J une 12, 2009 Smile Fr idays. Thank 
you t o Dr s.  Reza I r anmanesh, Chr is Bulnes,  J ohn Redd,  St eve Kr ist ,        
Cr aig Oldham,  William Wang,  Tim Mar shall and Gr eg J acobs f or  volunt eer ing 
t heir  t ime. Over  $ 12,500 in donat ed dent al ser vices wer e 

pr ovided! A special t hanks t o t he Hillsbor ough Communit y College 
Dent al Hygiene and Dent al Assist ing St udent s and St af f  and con-
gr at ulat ions t o all of  t he new graduat es! 

 
 
 

The next  Smile Fr idays will be November  
20t h at  bot h t he HCC Dale Mabr y Cam-
pus and Er win Technical Cent er . Adult  pat ient s will be seen t he 
ent ir e day at  Er win. At  HCC childr en will be t r eat ed in t he mor n-
ing, f ollowed by adult s in t he af t er noon.  

Volunt eer s ar e needed—Please cont act  t he HCDA cent r al of f ice 
or  visit : 

www. hcdaf la. com  
or  mor e inf or mat ion. 

Dr .  Chr is Bulnes and t wo 
dent al assist ing st udent s. 

Dr .  William Wang t akes a moment  
wit h t wo dent al hygiene st udent s. 



Hillsborough County Dental Association 
34049 Woodland Circle 
Ridge Manor, FL  33523 

Next Newsletter—October 2009 

The HCDA Newsletter is published five times a year September, October, January, March and May. The Editor of the association 
and staff organize, print and mail to membership. The position of the editor is elected by the Executive Cabinet and does not have a 
specified term. The editorial staff holds the right to deny ads submitted for publishing. The newsletter may publish signed articles 
relating to all phases of dentistry, but assumes no responsibility for opinions expressed by the contributors.  Publication in this news-
letter does not imply the Hillsborough County Dental Association endorses any products or services that are advertised. Views, edi-
torials, news columns and/or articles are those of the author’s and not necessarily of the editor, staff, or members of the Hillsborough 
County Dental Association. 

Congratulations to the following HCDA Members: 
��

Dr. Gerald F. Sammons and Dr. Joseph C. Spoto for 50 continuous years of membership with the 
Florida Dental Association and the West Coast District Dental Association. 
 

Dr. Thomas L. Rockwell and Dr. Michael R. Scher for 35 continuous years of membership with 
the Florida Dental Association and the West Coast District Dental Association. 
 

Drs. Joseph E. Dotson, Sivathanu B. Kumar, Rose R. Rosanelli, and Michael J. Ruelf  for 25 
continuous years of membership with the Florida Dental Association and the West Coast District 
Dental Association. 
 

Drs. Joseph A. Almaguer, Michael P. Collins, Jack W. Morrison, Dennis P. Sweeney, Byron E. 
Verkauf, Richard H. Waldbart and R. Geoffrey Weihe for attaining life membership with the Flor-
ida Dental Association and the West Coast District Dental Association. 


